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Board approves Ryland annexation 
������������  
 
The Round Lake village board approved the annexation of land to Ryland Homes with 
a 4-2 vote at its June 20 meeting. Ryland now plans to bring new townhomes to the 
southwest side of the village. 
 
While the annexation was approved, Trustees Bob Del Prato and Don Newby voted 
against the measure, and representatives from Big Hollow School District 38 were also 
in attendance to protest the development. 
 
District 38 School Board Member Todd Wright addressed the village board, saying the 
school board had met with Ryland Homes representative Marc Neuerman and could 
not come to agreement on an appropriate figure for impact fees. 
 
According to a memo from Neuerman to District 38 Superintendent Ron Pazanin, 
Ryland offered impact fees of $600 for a two-bedroom towhhome and $750 for a three-
bedroom unit. 
 
“The bottom line is in November we started discussions with Ryland and gave them a 
starting point for negotiations which was the fees we worked out with Volo ($1356 for 
a two-bedroom unit and $1983 for a three-bedroom),” Wright said. “Ryland suggested 
those impact fees were too high and suggested $750 for a three-bedroom. This is 
unacceptable to the Big Hollow school board.” 
 
Before voting on the annexation, Round Lake Mayor Bill Gentes changed the impact 
fees from Ryland’s initial offer to $900 for a three-bedroom townhouse and $720 for a 
2-bedroom unit. 
 
But Wright said that amount was not ample either.  
 
“It is still significantly less than what we just got from (Volo),” he said. 
 
Del Prato expressed concern over the fact that the plans for the development were not 
specific to matters outlined in previous meetings. 
 
“From a planning level some of the issues are not directly addressed by engineering,” 
he said, citing the safety of entrances and exits to the development and the fire access 
road that will connect to Dawn Marie Drive as being too vague. “To vote on something 
like this with a draft copy of annexation, I find inconceivable.” 
 
The annexation and zoning will provide the Ryland Group with 39 acres of residential 
land for the townhomes, as well as 30 acres for mix-use commercial development. The 
residential development will bring 223 townhomes in 38 buildings to the area just 
south of the Dawn Marie subdivision, west of Wilson Road and north of Route 120. 
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